
Note groups, Flourishes, and Trills: The developing language of notation — 199
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Ex. 7: J. S. Bach: English Suite III in G minor BWV 808, Sarabande (double),

bar s 9 –10; 19 

It is ver y unlikely that Bach intended the numerous pairs or g roups of
notes of short value, which he inser ted into his melodic lines, always to
be played as written, par ticularly when, as here, t hey occur at the end of
conventional connecting g roups. In bot h t he inst ances in example (7)
an instinctive, rat her t han a literal, approac h to the score can offer t he
player two met hods of dealing wit h t he final g roup of notes presented in
halved values: either t hey may be assimilated completely into the longer
g roup, causing this to become a coherent motif or melodic flour ish,
wit hin whic h all the notes are of a similar value; or just the final g roup
of small-value notes may be “smoot hed out” to give a less angular and
jar ring effect. The impor tant thing is to recognise how the integr ity of
t he measure and t he restr ictions of not ation forced Bach and his
contemporar ies to write free and rhapsodic material in this way.

The survival of passaggi
Handel’s treatment of similar elaborate lines is not unlike Bac h’s. For t he
most part he avoids the problem by a less ambiguous placement of notes
of shorter value within the line. Occasionally, however, he writes an
obvious flourish in a conventional for mulaic manner :
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Ex. 8: Handel: Chaconne in G, bars 1– 4
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